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each child as a gift from God, and we value and
encourage the participation of children in all activities
that enhance their spiritual, physical, emotional,
intellectual and social development.

All Church personnel (including clergy, religious, staff
and volunteers) have a responsibility to safeguard
children through promoting their welfare, health and
development in a safe and caring environment that
Police: supports their best interests and prevents abuse.
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The Seven Safeguarding 
Standards



There are seven standards that every Church body is 
required to m



eet to fulfi l the child safeguarding policy 
statem



ent. They are:



Standard 1: Creating and 
M



aintaining Safe Environm
ents



Church bodies provide an environm
ent for children 



that is w
elcom



ing, nurturing and safe. They provide 
access to good role m



odels w
hom



 the children can 
trust, and w



ho respect, protect and enhance their 
spiritual, physical, em



otional, intellectual and social 
developm



ent



Standard 2: Procedures for 
Responding to Child Protection 
Suspicions, Concerns, Know



ledge 
or Allegations
Church bodies have clear procedures and guidance 
on w



hat to do and how
 to ensure there is a prom



pt 
response w



hen suspicions, concerns, know
ledge or 



allegations arise regarding a child’s safety or w
elfare 



arise. They also enable the Church to m
eet all national 



and international legal and practice requirem
ents and 



guidance.



Standard 3: Care and Support for 
the Com



plainant
Com



plainants w
ho have suff ered abuse as children 



receive a com
passionate response w



hen they disclose 
their abuse. They, and their fam



ilies, are off ered 
appropriate support, advice and pastoral care.



Standard 4: Care and M
anagem



ent 
of the Respondent
The Church authority has in place a fair process 
for investigating and m



anaging child safeguarding 
concerns. W



hen the threshold for reporting has been 
reached, a system



 of support and m
onitoring for 



respondents (cleric or religious) is provided.



Standard 5: Training and Support 
for Keeping Children Safe
Church personnel are trained and supported in 
all aspects of safeguarding relevant to their role, 
in order to develop and m



aintain the necessary 
know



ledge, a" itudes and skills to safeguard and 
protect children.



Standard 6: Com
m



unicating the 
Church’s Safeguarding M



essage
Church bodies appropriately com



m
unicate the 



Church’s child safeguarding m
essage.



Standard 7: Q
uality Assuring 



Com
pliance w



ith the Standards
The Church body develops a plan of action to quality 
assure com



pliance w
ith the safeguarding standards. 



This action plan is review
ed annually. The Church 



body only has responsibility to m
onitor, evaluate 



and report on com
pliance w



ith the indicators under 
each standard that applies to it, depending on its 
m



inistry.
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